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	Times
	Events
	Remarks

	19:00
	Members and guests arrive.
	Upon arrival, the members proceed through the receiving line.  

	19:00
	Cocktails.
	After the members go through the receiving line, they proceed to the cocktail area.  

	19:40
	Announcement by Mr. Vice for the personnel to take their places in the mess.
	The members take their places behind their chairs.  The smoking lamp is out.

	19:45
	The President calls the mess to order.
	One rap of the gavel.  

	19:46
	The President orders the posting of the colors.  
	Color Guard posts the colors.  

	19:51
	Invocation by the chaplain.
	

	19:52
	Toasts.
	At this time, toasts are usually presented to the United States, the President, the Army, Cadet Command, and the unit.

	19:55
	The President announces:  
	“Take Your Seats!”

	19:56
	Welcoming remarks by the President.
	

	19:58
	The President introduces the guests at the head table.  
	Applause is held as an appropriate toast will be proposed by Mr. Vice.  

	20:00
	The President seats the mess and dinner is served.
	The members start eating only when authorized by the President and after Mr. Vice as announced that the food is fit for human consumption.  

	20:45
	The President calls for a break with two raps of the gavel.  
	Members adjourn to the lounge or bar.  

	21:00
	Members return to the mess and remain standing until seated by the President with one rap of the gavel.  
	Dessert is served.  

	21:15
	Smoking lamp is lit by Mr. Vice.
	Upon direction of the President.  

	21:16
	The President introduces the distinguished speaker.  
	

	21:17
	Speech.
	

	21:40
	After conclusion of the speech, Mr.  Vice proposes a toast to the distinguished speaker:  “To our distinguished speaker.”
	Everyone rises and responds:  “Hear! Hear!”

	21:41
	Benediction by the chaplain.
	

	21:42
	The President calls for the retiring of the colors.
	Color Guard retires the colors.  

	21:48
	The President gives the closing remarks.  
	

	21:49
	The President adjourns the mess with two raps of the gavel.  
	Members of the mess remain standing behind their chairs until the guests have left.  

	22:00
	After dinner entertainment commences.  
	As planned.  

	Note:  These times merely illustrate the approximate duration of each of the events.  


