HQDA recently provided instruction to the field on disposition of the Black Beret for individuals who were issued one (see message, below, DALO-SMT, R102021Z, Dec 01, subject:  Distribution of Black Berets).  The instruction defines the Army Black Beret as being non-recoverable and retainable by the soldier; and when the soldier transfers to a new duty station, they will take the Beret with them.    Additionally, when the soldier retire or honorably separates from the service, the Beret should not be taken from the soldier.  HQDA's e-mail note and message is quoted as follows: �


"-----Original Message-----�R 102021Z DEC 01�FM HQDA WASH DC//DALO-SMT//�SUBJECT:  DISTRIBUTION OF BLACK BERETS�A REFERENCE MSG, DALO-ZA, SUBJECT: DISTRIBUTION OF BLACK BERET, DTG 261343Z JAN 01.�1.  REFERENCED MESSAGE OUTLINED PROCEDURES TO BE USED TO ISSUE THE BLACK BERET TO UNITS AND ACTIVITIES.�2.  THIS MESSAGE CLARIFIES THE RETENTION GUIDANCE CONTAINED IN�PARAGRAPH 3 OF REFERENCED MESSAGE.  PARAGRAPH 3 STATED THAT THE BERET WILL BE CLASSIFIED AS A NON-RECOVERABLE, RETAINABLE ITEM THAT SOLDIERS WILL TAKE WITH THEM BETWEEN DUTY STATIONS. 


3.  SOLDIERS WHO HAVE SERVED HONORABLY WILL BE ALLOWED TO KEEP THEIR BERET WHEN THEY RETIRE OR ETS.  THE BERET SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN FROM SOLDIERS WHEN THEY ETS OR RETIRE BECAUSE AR 670-1 AUTHORIZES RETIREES AND QUALIFIED VETERANS TO WEAR THE CLASS A/B UNIFORM FOR OCCASIONS OF CEREMONY.  SINCE THE BERET IS AUTHORIZED FOR WEAR WITH THE CLASS A UNIFORM, RETIREES AND QUALIFIED VETERANS ARE AUTHORIZED TO CONTINUE WEARING THE BERET.  FURTHER, IF FORMER SOLDIERS GO TO A RESERVE COMPONENT UNIT THEY WILL HAVE A BERET TO WEAR IMMEDIATELY.�4. POINT OF CONTACT FOR THIS MESSAGE IS MARTIN FADDEN DSN 767-0841.�


